The Ossuary in Sedlec Is about to Have Another Unique Feature: A Rammed Earth Wall in the New Addition Currently under Construction

Despite the current situation, the renovation of the Ossuary in Sedlec is entering the next phase. In the new underground addition on the lower chapel level, we are preparing for the final stages of the exposed wall that will be built of rammed earth. The rammed earth method is several thousand years old, but it has almost disappeared in Europe since the Industrial Revolution. Therefore, the rammed earth wall in Sedlec will be the first of its kind in modern history not only in the Czech Republic, but also in Central and Eastern Europe.

The revival and popularization of the rammed earth method has been led mainly by Martin Rauch from Austria. The guarantor of the rammed earth project in the Ossuary is Hanno Burtscher, also from Austria and Rauch’s long-time collaborator. Burtscher visited the Ossuary last November. Together with Matěj Janský, who will be in charge of the rammed earth project in Sedlec, they experimented with and tested the quality of the local earth. They also made the final mixture that will be used to build the interior wall in the new addition.

The rammed earth method uses the same formwork that is used for concrete. The earth mixture is composed of soil, sand, fine and coarse gravel, clay, and water. The mixed materials are gradually poured into the formwork, and each layer is thoroughly rammed, either manually or by a pneumatic hammer. This process is repeated several times until the desired height has been reached. After the formwork is removed and its imprint smoothed out, the wall is allowed to dry and gain its final compactness. The individual layers of the rammed earth form horizontal lines that have a strong aesthetic effect. Moreover, rammed earth has very good physical properties: it absorbs moisture quickly, is steam-permeable, and creates a healthy microclimate. Another advantage is that the earth wall can be fully recycled repeatedly.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The new addition under construction at the Church of All Saints is to house facilities for employees, a souvenir shop, and exhibits. Because the addition is located at the site of a former cemetery, we have chosen construction materials to evoke this setting. Therefore, one of the interior wall will be built of local rammed earth, and the second wall of repurposed original Ossuary wall material. The ceiling will be weight-bearing and made of concrete poured into especially formed slabs.

The original plan, according to the set schedule of works, was to start with earth ramming at the end of March. The project team was to be international, and Hanno Burtscher was to be present during the most important stages of the ramming. However, due to the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic, the earth ramming has been postponed until April and the composition of the project team has been adjusted. On April 20th, we will start preparing the mixture inside the new addition. Next, in accordance with the design proposed by Filip Kosek and Jan Říčný, we will start building the wall. Work to complete the rammed earth wall should take four weeks, and the general public will be able to see the wall for the first time at the opening of the new addition, scheduled for 2023. Before then, the existing staircase going to the lower chapel will be replaced by a narrower one, creating some free space which will serve for access to the new addition. This is important because one of the key functions of the new addition is to improve the flow of visitors through this historical monument: visitors will enter using the new, narrower staircase, and they will exit through the new addition.

The renovation of the Ossuary in Sedlec began in 2014. At the start, it was decided that all the repairs will be done while the Ossuary remains fully open to the public, funded entirely from our tourism income. The investor is the Roman Catholic Parish Kutná Hora – Sedlec, and we hope to complete the renovation of the Ossuary around 2027.

However, the current situation may significantly delay, or even put a stop to, the schedule of renovation works. It is not certain whether there will be enough funding to continue with the repairs. To date, the renovation has cost almost 50 million CZK.

Nevertheless, for now the renovation of the Ossuary is still in progress, at several places at once. Apart from the new addition, work is being done on the foundation masonry of the northwest pillar in the lower chapel; restorer Tomáš Král is continuing with the cleaning, repair, and conservation of the bone ornaments; and the chief project designer Vít Mlázovský has suggested that, given the current situation, it would be good to begin repairing the plaster in the central part of the lower chapel while the Ossuary is closed to visitors.

To prevent a complete suspension of the renovation, the Sedlec Parish has launched a special campaign called Together We Will Do It. The goal of this campaign is to invite the general public to financially support the complex renovation of the Ossuary either by purchasing a ticket online at www.sedlec.info or by donating through the transparent portal www.darujme.cz.
